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10 THE 


READ E 


AVI NG peruſed this excellent Sermon, 

preach'd at Dublin the 15th of July laſt, 
with a particular Reference to the late Schiſm- 
Bill being's extended to Ireland, we do heartily 
recommend it to the Reader. He will find therein 
ſuch a noble Strain of truly Chriſtian Charity, as 


ought to convince all thoſe that bear an II- WII 


to Proteſtant Diſſenters, how little they defer ve 
any ſuch Treatment from 'em. The latter Fart 
of the Diſcourſe ſeems almoſt prophetical, and 


J ought to remind us, how remarkably God has 


heard the ardent Prayers of all good Proteſtants, 


by the peaceable Acceſſion of His preſent Ma- 
MJ ty to the Throne, to the common Joy of all 
His loyal Sub;eQts, and the Diſappointment of all 
our Enemies at home and abroad, that look on 
ir with an envious Eye. But tho? this eminent 
Mercy ſuggeſts to us juſt Ground of Praiſe for 


lo ſeaſonable a Deliverance from our Fears; yet 


it ſhould by no Means ſuperſede our continued 


Prayers, That His preſent Majeſty's Throne 


may be eſtabliſh'd in Righteouſneſs ; and that 


the promoting a nearer Union of all good Pro- 
teftants, in Aﬀection as well as Intereſt, may be 
the Glory of His auſpicious Reign. 


John Shower, 


„ Bu. 
. Long. 
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PREFACE” 


8 


Dublin Edition. 


H Author preach'd the following 


Sermon in hrs ordinary Courſe, wit | GM 
ou the leaſt Thought of making ut more pub-l 


lic e; but ſeveral dale beard at, expreſ fin 5 
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themſetues Pleas'd with the pa ad 7 

ſerious Temper was defion'd to recommend, Wl vc 


Tmportun'd him to print it. Ig his paying 
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own, that determin'd him to com nply. J 
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SERMON 
Preach'd at 

UN, &.. 


JER EMIAH xviu. 20. 
Shall Evil be recompenſed for Good? For they have 
digged a Pit for my Soul: Remember that I ſtood 


before thee to ſpeak Good for them, and to turn 
away thy Wrath from them. 
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'HIS Holy Prophet liv'd in very diſcouraging 
Times, when the Jewjh Church had degenera- 
ted to an aitoniſhing Degree; (a) they ſtand 

3 d with Idolatry in Worſhip, and (which is a 

common Attendant on that) with much Prophane- 

neſs in their Practice: The Declenſion ſeems almoſt | 

Univerſal. All ſorts of Men infected. The very Prieſt- 

hood was not free: Their Watch-men are repreſented 

bliud, comparcd to dumb Dogs that could not bark, (to 
give warning when danger was approaching) ſleeping, 

Hing down, loving to ſlumber ; yea, they are likened to 

greedy Dogs that could never have enough: Looking every one 

Vor his Gain from his Quarter. They abuſed their Plenty 

to Luxury andIntemperance, Come ( ſay they)and we will 

fetch Wine, and fi our Roe with 41 Drin, and to 
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a) 1 56. LO, 11, 12. | 
Morrow - 
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ſaith the Lord, Behold, 1 frame evil againſt you, and devij- 3 


was inſur'd to them. In this Confidence they proceed 


428 


Morrow ſhall be as this Day, and much more alundant. They 
ſeem abandon'd to Sloth, Covetouſneſs, and Senſod. 
lity : And while it was thus with them, and the Fun- 
tain was ſo poiſoned , no wonder that from the (a) 
Prophet and the Prieſt, Prophaneneſs ſhou'd go forth through 
fs Wop eo. Won TO ih | 7 8 

In this ſinful, State they were ripening themſclye; 
apace for the ſtrokes of Penal Wrath; the Decrec Was 
even bringing forth, and a black Tempeſt ready to 
break upon their Heads; and this Prophet was ſent 
to give them warning of it, which he does with much 
Faithfulneſs and Zeal, earneſtly inviting them to Re- 
pentance, as the only Expedient to prevent their Ruin. 
He had a Commiſſion to pronounce theſe awfal! 
Words to the Men of Judah and Jeruſulem; (b) Ti | 
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ſtead 


a Device againſt you ; Return ye now every one from his evi! 
WWay, and make your Ways and your Doings good. 8 
But they not only deſpiſed his Meſſage, but were 
enraged againſt his Perſon for it, tho' he ſpake to to the 
them in the Name of the Lord: () Come, (jay they) WM them, 
and let us deviſe Devices againſt Jeremiah. They ſcem MY practi 
to uſe this Language in a prophane and ſcoffing Frame. to yo 
And to turn his Cant, as they eftecmed it, upon him- In 
ſelf. J. d. He tells us of God's deviſing Devices againſt 
us, let us deviſe Devices againſt him, and ſee which 
will be more effectual: For notwithſtanding all his People 
Threatnings, (4) The Law ſhall not periſh from the Prieſt, 
nor Counſel from the Wiſe, nor the Nord from the Prophet. ſuch ( 
Their great Cry and Boaſt was, The Temple of the Lord, $004 j 
the Temple of the Lord are theſe ; as tho' they were the 
Men, and Wiſdom ſhou'd dye with them, and Safety 


to add to their other Abominations the Guilt of Per- C 
ſecution : Come, and let us ſmite him with (or 48 lt may 4 


* - 3 


(za) Jer, 23.15. 
(6) 1 18. 11. (e) 18. 


(d) er. 18. 18. trete 


4) 


be rendred, for) his Tongue, and let us not give heed to 
any of his IT/ords. | 

This unworthy and diſingenuous Treatment from 
Men, puts the Prophet upon bringing his Cauſe be- 
fore God: At his Foot-ltool he breaks forth into this 
warm but juſt Expoſtulation in my Text, SH Evil 
be recompenſed for Good ? For they have digged a Pit for my 
Foul. They reproach'd his Perſon, every one of them 
did curſe him; they conſpir'd his Ruin, accuſed him as 
dangerous and dilloyal to the Government, deſign- 
ing to fall away to theChaldzans, and promote their 
Intereſts. Under that Umbrage they deprived him 
of his Liberty, and threatned his Lite : But did they 
not hercin recompence Eyil for Good ? Had he de- 
ſerved this Uſage at their Hands? Was this the Re- 
ward of his Faithfulneſs towards them, and ſolici- 


tous Endeavours for their Good, for which he makes 


here a ſplemn Appeal to God? Remember that in- 
ſtead of doing any thing that might juſtly expoſe me 
to their Indignation, I ſtood before thee to ſpeak Good for 
them, aud to turn away thy Wrath from them. And his 
Practice herein is the Pattern I deſign to recommend 
to your Imitation. 


In order whereto I ſhall endeavour to ſhew you, 


1. That good Men may ſometimes be hardly uſed by the 


People among whom they live. 
2. That it ſhou'd be the Practice of good Men under 


ſuch Circumſtances, to ſtand bfore the Lord, and to ſpeak 


good for thoſe that uſe them ill; and to contribute all that 


is in their Power to turn away the Wrath of God from 
them when they are threatned with it. 


3. That this Practice is agreeable to the Precepts of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and the ſhining Patterns it ſets before 115. 

And, 4. I ſhall proceed to ſome ſuitable Application of 
theſe Mord to our Caſe. „„ 


I. Good Men may ſometimes be hardly uſed and ill 
treated by the People among whom they live. | 


I ſhall 
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A 
I fhall not inſiſt long on the Illuſtration of this Pro. 
poſition : Nor need it be any great Matter of Won- 
der, while Men that are (a) good dwell in a World 
that is ſo evi that lies in Wickedneſs, The Seed of 
the Serpent will expreſs their Malignity againſt ſeri- 
ous Piety ; and (6) they that are born after the Fl: 
perſecute them that are born after the Spirit. The Apo- 


ſtle tells us it has been ſo in all Generations. Fxem- 
plary Holineſs condemns an ungodly World ; and | 
| becauſe it condemns them, it provokes them: And 


therefore they that will 1;ve godly in Chriſt Jeſus, muſt 


Hy their Account for it, that in one kind or other 
they hall ſuffer Perſecution. They dwell in a World that 


hates them, and muſt expect to be us'd accordingly. 
But beſides the Exerciſes good Men may meet with 
from the World of the Ungodly, they may ſometimes 
ſuffer Hardſhip even from their Brethren. (c) Thr 
Mother's Children (which is the more grievous and 
wounding) may be angry with them. I ſhall mention 
one Initance hereof ; which, tho' it agrees not with 
Jeremy s Circumſtances, may be applicable to our own. 
They that hold the Head may go into different Sen- 
timents about the Matters of Religions Worſhip and 
Government. Nor ſhou'd we think it ſtrange they do 
fo, ſince the Minds of Men are not of the ſame ſiic 


any more than their Bodies. While our Light is 
imperfect, there will be a Difference in our Appre- 


henſions; there was ſo from the very Beginning ot 


_ Chriſtianity. The Jewiſh Converts were zealous for 
aria the Jewih Rites; whereas the Apoitle Paul, 


who had a greater Meaſure of Goſpel Light, preaci d 
up Chriſtian Liberty, and Freedom from that Yoke 
of Bondage among the Gentile Churches. This rais d 


him many Enemies among the unbelicving Jews, who 


conſpird and vow'd his Death, and in their Rage and 
Fury were ready to tear him in Pieces: Yea, even 


— kw _ 
—B 


(a) 1 John 5. 19. (6) Gal. 4+ 29+ (c) Sol. Song. 1. 5. 
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the converted Jews ſeem to have been deeply preju- 
dic d againſt him on this account. The other Apoſtles 
tell him, (a) what Apprehenſions they had entertain'd 
concerning him; and that upon hearing he was come 
to Jeruſalem, they cou'd not be with-held from co- 
ming together, and ſeem'd afraid of the- Conſequen- 
es. Now in ſuch Caſes the excellent pacifick Rules 
of the Goſpel require a mutual Forbearance, with the 
Continuance of a mutual Charity and Love; (b) That 
he that eateth ſbou d not deſpiſe him that eateth not, and ſo 
on the contrary, that (c) when one eſteemed one Day above 
another, and another eſteem d every Day alike, every one in 
theſe Caſes ſhou'd /atour to be fully perſwaded' iu his own 
Mind, and ſo be left to practiſe peaceably accordingly 
to his Peſwaſion: And if we did thus bear with one 
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| 1 
another in Love, what hurt con'd different Opinions | 
Wand Practices in the lefler Matters of Religion do 1h $ 
che Church? 6 A WP 
| But when Terms of Chriſtian Communion are 41 
| Wade narrower than our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has left 1 

em, when one ſide will obtrude and impoſe their own 1 
. Wipprehenſions as a Rule to the other, and the other 11 
Ide dare not comply for fear of Sinning, this divides: ö vi | 
And when a Rent is unhappily made, how prone are 00 
bhoſe that are the ſtrongeſt to bear hard on thoſe that Wil: |. 
. Wie under them, to reproach their Perſons as Schit- N 11 
. Wraticks, and their Miniſtrations as Nullities; to 19 
charge em with being under the Influence of Stub- 1108 
- MWvornneſs, Pride or Party-Zeal ; to exclude em from 1 


the Civil Advantages of Life, and reſtrain em in In- 
tances, that do ſenſibly affect them and their Poſterity. 
: In ſuch Caſes what ſhould a cruſhed deſpiſed Pa: ty 
eo e If they comply, Conſcience is wounded. It 
\ chey refuſe, their Temporal Intereſts are ruined. 
| 
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Yet this latter they muſt chuſe rather than in, which 
they really tear they ſhould do by a Compliance, 


(a) Acts 21: (5 Rom. 14. 3+ (c) ver. 5. 
B and 


* * — — ———— 


this leads me to the next Head, 


their Power to turn away the Wrath of God from then 


T ( 10)) 
and that after the beſt Inquiries they can male 
wherein tis leſs probable they ſhould be ſwayed by 
Partiality to the ſelf-denying Side. 

Thus good Men may ſuffer hard Things from the; 


Brethren : But with what Temper of Spirit toward; 
. thoſe they differ from, and ſuffer by, we may part 


learn from the Example of this holy Prophet. The) 
muſt not be heated up into paſſionate Reſentmenty 
and be ſet on Fire ſor Retaliation and Revenge; the 


muſt not ſay we will do to them as they have done 


to us, but ſtudy in a Chriſt-like Frame to repay Evi 


with Good; bleſs and not curſe, and ſo heap Coal 
of Fire on the Head of thoſe who will be Enemies 


to them, and (as they think) without a Cauſe. By 


. 2dly, That it ſhould be the Practite of good Men und, 


Juch Circumſtances, to ſtand before the Lord, and ſpeak gi 


for thoſe that uſe them ill; and to contribute all that 1s i 


when they are threatned with it. Let us briefly conſide 
this Propoſition in its Parts. NY 
I. Good Men under ſuch Circumſtances ſhould ſtand beju 
the Lord, 1. e. They ſhould be much with God, cr 
mightily to him, abound in the Duty of Prayer. 
There were two Things in the Propher's Caſe 
which, when they concur in ours, do oblige us to b 
thus employed. | | 
1. Unkind Treatment from Men. (a) Let us not git 
beed to any of his JYords (ſay this ſcorntul People wit 
ſufficient Contempt of his Perſon and Work). Bu 


then, Give heed to me, O Lord (ſays the Prophet). Thu 


when the Pſalmiſt had to do (5) with Men that comp: 
fed him about with Words of Hatred, and fought agaii| 
him without a Cauſe, I (ſays he) give my ſelf to Pray: 
If our Fellow-Creatures, if our Fellow-Chriſtian 
prove unkind, whither ſhould we ſeek, where can v 


1 


— 


(a) Jer. 18. 18, 19. (5) Pſal. 109. 35 4. 
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(a) PC 


A (it ) 
ind Relief but in God? When our Friends ſcorn ue, 
(ach as ſhould not do ſo) our Eyes ſhould pour out 


Tears to God; his compaſſionate Ears will be open, 


when their Hearts are ſhut, and (a) he will regard our 
Miction when he h:ars our Cry : To him we ſhould 


us to carry well under ſuch Exerciſes, that our Trou- 
bles may make us better, and we learn to poſſeſs our 
Sls in Patience, committing our Cauſe to him that judges 
richteouſly. From his Indulgence and Mercy we may 
hope, that when the World frowns he will ſmile, and 
\Mrouchſafe thoſe Tokens of his Preſence in our deſpis'd 
WMiniftrations, that are infinitely better than the 
greateſt Kindneſs and Countenance of Men. When 
the Pſalmiſt became a Reproach, this is the Relief 
e ſeeks, and we ſhould do ſo too, (b) Let them curſe, 
Iut bleſs thou; q. d. If thou be but pleaſed with me, 
ind make me to know I have found Grace in thy 
dight, it will be enough, what Entertainment ſoever 
meet with among Men. OE 
2. Threatnings of national Judgments from God. When 
the holy God is ariſing out of his Place to plead a 
ontroverſy with any People, ſo that they are paſſing 
pace out of a probationary State, and penal Wrat 
ready to overwhelm them, this is a ſolemn Seaſon 
for Prayer, and abounding in it. When a fore Tem- 
peſt is ready to break upon us, ſhould not every Man 


Hen 


ſide 
ef 
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ected the Ninevites to be thus employ'd, under the 


js Meffage, that a Commandment comes from the 
Pf brone, that Man and Beaſt ſhould be covered with Sack- 
Che, and that they ſhould cry mightily to God. My 
Brethren, God's Controverſies with Nations are aw- 


If he does but touch the Mountains, they ſmoke ; 


ahora... 


3 
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humbly ſeek for thoſe Aſſiſtances, that may enable 


riſe and call upon his God ? The Light of Nature di- 


hreatning of (c) Jonah ; ſuch Regard was paid to 


ul Things; for who can ſtand when he is angry? 


— . „ ꝗ — actos — A 


(mn) 
or the Earth, it trembles. And. therefore, when his 
ee brandiſhed over our Heads, how well doe; 
it become us to fall proſtrate at his Foot? It wou'd 
look like a preſumptuous hardned Frame; that we de 


not regard the Mork of the Lerd, nor confider the Operati- 


on his Hund; or that we make a light Thing of his 
Anger, hen threatned Troubles and Dangers do not 
awaken us to Prayer. Lord (ſays the Prophet) (a) 
in trouble they viſited thee, they poured out a Prayer when 
thy .chaiſtening was upon them; and ſure we mult be un- 
der a ſtrangely ſtupid Frame if we do not. 

. 2dly, Wen good Men ftand before the Lord in the Po- 
ſture of Supplicants, what ſhou d they ſay 2-Muſt they 


ſpeak ill of thoſe that uſe them ſo? Muſt they make 


Interceiſion againſt Iſyael as Elias did? Mult they joyn 
in ſuch an awful Imprecation as follows my Text? 
(Y), ſurely they muſt nat. We conceive the Prophet 
therein, to be under an extraordinary Impulſe of a 
Spirit of Propheſy, which we cannot pretend to, and 
there: ore — not imitate, but rather ſtudy to con- 


And therefore, 


Ms muſt ſpeak Good. for thoſe among whom we. are Hard. 
ly uſed. \ We arg not indeed oblig'd to ſpeak well of 
them, in thoſe Inſtances wherein we fear they do ill. 
Charity mult not be ſtretch'd to affront Conſcience | 
or Truch. But yet when we cannot ſpeak well them, 

We may, we ſhoud, ſpeak good for them, by impor-} 
tunate and fervent Interceſſions with God. We ſhoud 
inter poſe as far as we can fignify any thing, to avert 
National Judgments, and turn away Wrath. It ſnoud 
not ſatisfy good Men, that they endeayour to ſecure 
themſclyes, by getting into good Terms with God, | 
and ſo providing an hiding Place in his Promiſe and 
Covenant, when they ſee a Storm coming (tho this 
ſhou'd be their firſt Care.) But an affectionate Con- 


(a) Iſa. 26.16. (5) Jer. 18. 21, &c. 


form our ſelves to the ordinary known Rules of Duty: 


cern 
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Mercy for others, and to deprecate National Cala; 


neſtly does he ſolicit for a Bleſſing on the People a- 


& + 

cern for the Publick ſhou'd excite them to implore 
mities and Deſolations. For Lion's ſake the y ſhould not 
— their peace, and for Jeruſalem's ſake the ſlant d not be 
They ſhou'd have the Publick Safety more at 
Wo than any Temporal Intereſt of their own, and 
generouſly forget how they have been treated ** 

thoſe, whoſe Cauſe. they plead before God. 
This Prophet had a Promiſe of peculiar Protection 
for himſelf and his Remnant; thus had God ſaid to 
him, (a) Verily it ſhall be well with thy Remnant ; Ve- 
rity I will cauſe 5 Enemy to intreat thee well in the time 
of Evil. Yet this was not enough for him ; how ear- 


mong whom he lived? He {peaks Good for them, and 
wou'd fain have been Inſtrumental to obtain Mercy 
for them; and we ſhou'd go and do likewiſe. 
3. J proceed to ſhew you, 7 at this Practice us agreeable 
zo the Precepts of the Goſpel, and the Excellent Pattern it 
ſets before 14. 5 
Ho expreſly and emphatically is this Duty pre- 
ſcribed by our Bleſſed Lord? Je have heard (ſays he) 
it has been ſaid, (b) T hou ſhalt love thy Neighlour, and 
hate thine Enemy. The former is a Branch of the Di- 
vine Law: The latter is a corrupt Addition of the 
Scribes and Phariſees ; probably it was a Part of the 
Oral Tradition they ſo much boaſted of: But thus 
our Saviour condemns it, (c) But I ſay unto you, Love 
your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them which deſpitefuly uſe you 
and perſecute you. Divine Words! How well do they 
become the Sacred Mouth that utter'd them! The 
Duties they recommend, are the moſt truly Great 
and Generous that can be and the moſt perfective 
of our Nature. Tis by Obedience to ſuch Directi- 
ons that Man becomes moſt like to God: For ſo it 


= 


(a) fer. I5.11, (55) Matth. 5, BY | (e) 44. 


follows, 


— RL Bec — 


. 
follows, (a) That you may be the Children of your Father 
whieh is in Heaven, (do like him) for he maketh þis Fun 
#6 riſe on the Evil and Good, and his Rain to fall on the 


4 ge Unjuft. EN Bog: 

I do Good for Good, is Human; the worſt of 
Men may do ſo: But to do Good for Evil, this is 
Divine. This is a Strain of Heroical Vertue, which 
the Heathen World was very much a Stranger to. If 
we conſult their Moraliſts, ſome of the moſt Celc- 


brated of them are miſerably defective here. Forgi- 
ving Injuries is with them Degenerous and Servile ; 


they ſeem to patronize Pride and Revenge, as a be- 
coming Greatneſs of Mind. But we have not ſo learned 


Chrift. This is the Excellency of the Chriſtian Reli- 


ion, that it directs us in our private Capacity to 
k the Good of thoſe that deſire our Harm. And 
indeed it carries the Principles of Charity, Love, and 


Self-denial to a Noble Height, and bears on it Bright 


and Amicable Impreſſions of that Divine and Perfect 


Goodneſs from which it flows. 


This Practice is recommended by the Patterns as 
well as Precepts of the Goſpel. I hinted before with 


what Malice and Violence the eus purſued the Apo- 


ſtle Paul ; but is he provoked by their Bitterneſs and 
implacable Cruelty, to render Evil for Evil? No, 


but on the contrary , his Deſires of their Salvation 


were ſo ardent, that with a tranſport of Love to 
them, (+) he could have wiſh'd himſelf accurſed from Chriſt, 


for his Brethren, his Kinſmen, according to the Fleſh. 1 


might mention Moſes under the Old Teſtament ; tho 
many Slights were put upon him by that unthanktul 
People, yet how affectionately and importunately 


does he interpoſe with God to prevent their Ruin? 


But the Glorious Example of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
himſelf, ſuperſedes the Neceſſity of enlarging on any 
others. He came to ſeek the Good of our Nature, 


3 


(S Rom. 9. 3. 


(a) 45> 


and 


615) 
nd invariabl fu'd the kind Deſign, in the midſt 
. moſt 1 Uſage, enduring the Contradiction 
of Sinuers againſt himſelf ; when he was reviled, reviling 
not again; when he ſuffered, threatning not. What Love 
but bis wou'd not have been wearied out by ſo many 
ungrateful Returns, and have deſiſted from his merci 
ful Undertaking ? But he went about doing Good for 
Evil, in-the whole Courſe of his hambled Life, and 
has conſecrated and recommended his excellent Pre- 
cepts of Love by his own Example, with his dying 
Breath: Father forgive them, (ſays a compaſſionate Re- 
deemer concerning thoſe that imbrued their Hands in 
his Blood) they know not what they do. + 
1 ſhall only add, Since a Principle of Grace is the 
Law of God written on the Heart of Man, there are 
ſome Noble, Generous Habitudes and Diſpoſitions 
of this Kind in the Breaſt of every real Chriſtian, in- 
clining him, tho' in a more 1mperfe& Degree, to do 
Good for Evil, while Fleſh and Blood may remonſtate 

powerfully againſt it, and too often-prevail. 

1 proceed now in the laſt Place, to apply theſe 
Truths to our own Caſe, and I ſhall inſiſt on no other 
Uſe, but an Exhortation to the Duties here recom- 
mended. 5 | 

Let us (my Brethren) ſtand before the Lord to 
ſpeak Good for our People, and the Cities of our 
God, and contribute what we can in our narrow 
Sphere to turn away Wrath. 

We that are Diſſenters have our peculiar Burthens 
and Preſſures, under which we labour and groan. 
'The Nations are apprehended to be in Danger from 
a common Foe. | 

None of you are inſenſible of the Deſign of a Po- 
piſh Pretender, ſupported by the Power of France, 
encouraged by many among our ſelves, that are rea- 
dy to abett his Intereſts, and embrace him with open 
Arms. Fatal Animoſities are diffuſed among us, and 
grown up to an amazing height: Our Hearts wy di- 

| vided; 


| 
| 
| 
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vided; Diviſſons beget a mutual Diſtruſt, in a Day 
wherein the firmeſt Union and Confidence in one anc. 
ther wou'd be requiſite for a ſucceſsful Defence. For 
theſe Diviſions ot Reuben, there may be great Thought, 
F Heart, for they at once render us the Sport of our 
Enemies, and raiſe their Hopes. On all theſe Accounts 
added to our abounding Sinfulneſs, all Things are fill- 
ed with Tokens of Divine Wrath; we look like 2 
People ready to be thrown into {dreadful Confuſions. 


No in ſuch-a Day as this, Hall we altogether hol:l 


our peace? Shall Reſentments againſt Men take us of 
from addreſſing to God? Shall a peeviſh, froward 
Impatience, under our own Difficulties, make us {uk 
lenly indifferent, whether the Nations be ſaved or 
periſh? Or ſhall a wordly Frame, and a Spirit of 
Slumber indiſpoſe us for the Duty of Prayer? God 


forbid, that this ſhou'd be our Frame under our pre- 


ſent Circumſtances. I ſhall offer two Conſiderations, 
that repreſent the Sinjulneſs and Danger of it, as Diſ- 


ſwaſives from it. 


1. Negletts of this Duty will be provoking to God. A 


prayerleſs Frame is very diſpleaſing to him, becaulc 
it is an ungrateful Contempt of all his condeſcending 
Goodneſs, by which he does encourage his People to 
an Intercourſe with himſelf : He has ſet up a Mercy- | 
Seat in Heaven, that it may be the Place of our de- 
lghtfui Reſort: He has conſtituted his own Son a | 
compaſſionate and prevailing Mediator there, that |} 


his Greatneſs might not over-whelm us, nor his Ter- 


rors make us afraid: He has promiſed the Aſſiſtances 
of his Holy Spirit to a Praying People, to guide their 


Thoughts, and raiſe their Affections: He has aſſured 


them of a Gracious Audience; that his Ear ſhall be 


open to their Cries; that they ſhall be heard as oftcn 
as they pray in Sincerity ; that they ſhall never as! 
in vain, when they ask in Faith: And after all this 


rich Grace on his Part, ſhall there be a backward 
Heart on ours? How ungrateful wou'd this be in us, 


how provoking to him? Negleits 
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(49) 
' "Neelefs of ſpeaking Good for our Lands will be alſo a 
further Provocation, when he threatens to viſit them in 
Math. For ſuch Neglects betray a Contempt of his 
Anger, as tho we did not much lay it to Heart, and 
paid but little Regard to his Authority, in comply ing 
with the Methods he preſcribes for turning it away. 
In the Prophet (a) Iſaiahs Time, it was a Day of 
Trouble, treading down, and Perplexity from the 
Lord God of Hoſts in the Valley of Viſſon. It was 
not long before he utter d theſe Words, that (/) H- 
a was Confederate with Ephraim, to advance the 
Intereſts of a Young Pretender, and to force a King 
upon Judah, even the Son of Tabeal. 

And that Storm was ſcarce blown over, when a 


new one was threatned. (c) Now in that Day did the 


Lord God of Hoſts call to weeping and mourning, an gird- 
ing with Sack-cloth, 1. e. to enlarged Prayer in the Ex- 
erciſes of Solemn Repentance. But that ſinful Peo- 
ple were ſo far from complying with the Divine Call, 
that on the contrary they abandon themſelves to Se- 
curity, and indulge a ſenſual Frame; (d) Behold Fey 
and Gladneſs, eating Fleſh, and drinking Mine, &c. And 
you may ſee how this Diſobedience was reſented by 
the Holy God. (e) It was revealed in mine Ears by the 
Lord God of Hoſts ; Surely this Iniquity ſhail not be purged 
from you till you dye. This Guilt was ſealed up among 
his Treaſures, till it brought down Ruin and Death 
upon them; and God wou'd not pardon it. N 
2dly, Neglect of Prayer under Threatuings of IP rath 
will make our Caſe look deſperate; For how can we ex- 
pect that God ſhou'd have an Arm to ſave, when we 
have nor an Heart to ask? Commonly a praying 
Frame introduces great Bleſſings to a People; when 
God promiſes that he will remember their Land, with 


Favour, (a) yet for this he will be enquired of by the Houſe 


lk. 8 


(a) Ifte 22. F. (5) La. 7. 3 (el 11. 
(d) 13 (ei. () Ezek. 36. 37. 
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of Iſrael to do it for them. I can remember, and do ir 


(618). 


with delight, that before the late Happy Revolution, 
when we groaned under a Popiſh Yoke, beſides all 
the Supplications that were made more publickly, 
Knots of, private Chriſtians wou d weekly get toge- 


ther, and ſpend whole Days in mighty Wreſtlings 
with God; a Spirit of Prayer was awakened, and the 
Succeſs was anſwerable. He that prepared their Heart 


to ask, made ready his Ear to hear. O that many 


Hearts among us were now diſpoſed to be ſo employ- 
ed! My Brethren, tis a dreadful ſtate of things that 


is deſcribed by the Prophet (b) Ezekiel, when that 


Land was full of Sin, and all ſorts of Men invaded 
by it; Princes, Prophets, Prieſts, and People unclean; 


1 ſought for a Man among them to ſtand in the Gap, aud 
make up the Hedge before me for the Land, that I ſbou d not 
deſtroy it, but 1 found none: Holy Perſons may by fer- 
vent Prayer make a noble Stand againſt a Torrent of 
Wrath when it 1s breaking in. Till the Caſe of a Pco- 


ple be deſperate, and the Decree gone forth, this Ex 


pedient wou'd not fai. | 
But when Pleaders and Wreſtlers with God arc 
not to be found among a People, what is the Iſſue? 
It follows, I found none. Therefore have I poured out 
mine Indignation upon them, I have conſumed them with 


the Fire of my Wrath, their oxen way have I recompenſ:d 
upon their Heads, ſaith the Lord God. Let ſuch Conſi- 
derations awaken our Conſciences, that every one in 


their Places may do ſomewhat toward delivering our 
Lands. Shall 1 mention a few Inſtances, wherein we 


may caſt in our Mite. 


I. By Fervent Supplications, both Pub lick and Secret. 
O let every one of us ſtand up before the Lord, and 
{ſpeak Good for our Lands to him: Let us fill our 


Mouths with Arguments, and order our Cauſe be— 


fore him. 


— Gt — 


(6) Ezek, 22+ 30, 31. 
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But what Good can we ſpeak for them that are 
ſo Evil, fo full of Sins, ſo impenitent in it? 1 

{ confeſs, this makes our Caſe look very diſcourag- 
ing. O Sin, Sin is the dead Weight. It ſinks our 
Hopes, and almoſt ſtops our Mouths, in pleading 
the Caſe of our guilty Lands before God: On the 
account of it, God may righteouſly expoſtulate with 
us, Shall I not viſit for theſe things, and my Soul be aven- 
gell on ſuch a Nation os this ? But yet there may be ſome 
hope in Iſrac concerning this thing, Faith may find 
ſome Arguments to urge in our Caſe, yy 

1. The Mercies of eur God are great, and like his Being, 
Infinite : And Mercy does ſometimes exert its ſelf in 
a way of Sovereignty, and tranſcendent Prerogative, 
to reſcue a guilty People, that are ready, that are 
worthy to periſh. h ; 

The ordinary Method wherein Mercy procceds, 1s 
firſt to recover a People to Repentance, and then to 
command Deliverance. And in this way of Proceeding, 
our Hopes may be brought very low: For alas, tis 
too viſible that we are yet an impenitent People. But 
there are ſome reſery'd Caſes, ſome Inftances of the 
Triumphs of Sovereign Grace: God can, if he plea- 
ſes, firſt ſave, and then turn us, and ſo by his Goodneſs 
lead us to Repentance. He ſeems to intimate ſuch a 
thing, when he tells us (a) that in Mount Lion there 
hall be Deliverance, and there ſhall be Holineſs : Where 
Deliverance comes firſt, and Holineſs after ; or Mercy 
can yet longer reprieve our ſinful Lands, and make 
the Day of his Patience, the Seaſon for our Repen- 
tance. We addreſs to a Being, that is Sovereign in his 
Grace, and Sovereign Grace can outdo our Hopes; 
yea, and go beyond his own Promiſe : With what 
. ſhou'd we bow our Knee to ſuch 
a God: Ft OS EF: | 

2dly, Tb the Nations may feem very Remote from a 
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general Repentance; yet bow eaſily, how foon can he 4%, 1 need 
poſe them #0. it! His Grace works with an Omni potem ¶ the lat 
Efficac), chat finds nothing hard, that makes the Blind i was ac 
ro ſee, and the Dead to live; that can make a Nat. firous 
on to be born in a Day, and can of Stones raiſe up Chil. hearke 
dren to Abraham. There are Seaſons ſpoken of under Enemi 
the New Teſtament Diſpenſation, wherein à plenteous ] ever. 
Effuſion of the Holy Spirit is promiſed, that can ſoon 4 Flor 
turn a barren Wilderneſs into a fruitful Field; ſo that Libert 
the Church, as ſurpriſed with numerous Converts, King, 
may cry out, No hath begotten me theſe 1 (a) Behold, I of che 
WO left alone, T heſe, where hade they been!“ O if we duc'd 
cou'd prevail for ſuch an happy Diſpenſation in our Our t 
Days, that the Spirit from on High may be poured MY tar, 4 
forth among us, what a Glorious Change wou'd it it, . 
ſuddenly produce, to bring back wandring Sinners to dwell 
God, to reconcile our divided Hearts to one another, were 
ſo that the Face of our Earth may be renewed again? ſame 
zdly, We may encourage our ſelves to ſpeak Good for u 5 d 
Lands before God, becauſe of the Relation we ſtand in uu of th 
lim, that be has pleaſed to take us to be his People. His Phili 


Truth is in our Hands, the Symbols of his Sacred MI 5tl 
Preſence are among us in his Houſe; and tho wc f Land 
have carried our ſelves fo ill to him, that we deſerv: Nun 


he ſhou'd give us a Bill of Divorce, yet he has no: Bech 
done it hitherto. And may we not humbly plead be- there 
fore him, as Jeremy does. (V Why ſhouldeſt thou be u in tl 


a Man aſtoniſhed, as a mighty Man that cannot fave ? Tet, our 
O Lord, thou art in the midſt of us, and we are called by thy N 
Name, leave us not. love 
4thly „Je may encourage our felves 78 ſpeaking Good | he k 

for our Lands before God, from the great Things he has di- AY rhe 
ready done for us. How marv<lloutly has he interpoſed | call 
for us, when we were unworthy of his Favour And th 
what Divine Mercy has done already, it can do 4- Wo 
gain, for his Arm is not ſhortned that it cannot ſavc: | oa 
EE? | | eſt! 
{a) lia. 49. uw. (6) Jer. 14. 9. i I 
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1 need lead your Thoughts no farther back than to 
the late Glorious Revalution, when a Popiſb Prince 
was actually on the Throne, bigotred to that mon- 
ſtrous Religion, inclinable enough to embrace and 
hearken to any Counſels that might promote it, our 
Enemies then thought the Day was their own for 
ever. How were Popery and Slavery breaking in like 
a Floud ! The Fence of Laws was broken through, 
Liberty and Property gone: Tow /hall know 1 am your 
King, and will be obeyed, was the imperious Language 
of thoſe Days. And indeed the Nations were re- 
duc'd to the laſt Deſpair, and at the Brink of Ruin. 
Our holy Religion was like Iſaac, bound on the Al- 
tar, and ready to be made a Sacrifice, and we with 
it, when an Hand from Heaven interpoſed; he that 
dwclls between the Cherubims ſhone forth, and we 
were ſaved. And may we not with Hope ſolicit the 
ſame Power and Mercy to ſave us again; That he who 
has delivered us from the Mouth of the Lion, and the Paw 
of the Bear, would reſcue us alſo from this uncircumciſed 
Philiſtin? bg 0 | 
Fthly, He may be encourag'd in ſpeaking good for our 
Lands before the Lord, becauſe we may hope there are great 
Numbers in them that are living Members of the myſtial 
Body of Chriſt. Juſtice and Charity oblige us to believe, 
there are many that come under this happy Character 
in the eſtabliſh'd Church, as well as among thoſe of 
our Perſuaſion. 

Now, theſe are they whom the great Redeemer 
loved, for whom he died, for whoſe Sakes primarily 
he has ſet up Ordinances in his Church, and upholds 
the Government of the World. When they are all 

called and gathered, the Myſtery of God will be fi- 
niſhed : He will then unhinge this vaſt Fabrick of the 
World, and introduce another Scene. But while 
there 1s a conſiderable Number of them among a pro- 
feſſing People, he will not forſake them; (a) The 


(a) Ia. 6, 13. 


Gates 


>. 
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Gates of Hell (tho' they be moved) ſhall not prevail 
againſt them: They are the Subſtance of a Land; on 

their Account we may plead a lively Hope for this 
too barren Vine, (a) Deftroy it not, for a Bleſſing is in it. 
+ 6thly, Ve may be encourag'd to ſpeak good for theſ: 
Lands before God, by confidering how far his own Glory i, 
antereſted in the Matter. Reformation from Popery 
was his ſignal Work, and we may hope it will be 
tis Care. In that Myſtery of Iniquity his Honour 
is given to Creatures, and his Praiſe to graven Ima- 
ges: By that great Apoſtacy a Cloud was brought 
over the Glory of the Chriſtian Religion, and a 
Stumbling-Block laid in the Way of the Blind ; and 
after he has diſpelled thoſe thick Clouds of Darkneſs 
and Error, would it be for his Honour to ſuffer them 
to return and prevail, and continue to hang over the 
Face of the Chriſtian World? May we not plead 
with the Prophet, (%) Do not abhor us for thy Name 
fake, do not diſgrace the Throne of thy Glory, Remember, 
break not thy Covenant with us. Certainly we may 
hope, and ſhould pray, that tho' the Reformed In- 
tereſt may be oppreſſed, it ſhall not be over-whelm'd 
and loſt : Tho' it may be caſt again into the Firc, 
Tis with a Deſign of making it run together, and | 
that it may be brought forth brighter and better, and 
be the Seed of that Peace and Glory that are pro- 

miſed for the latter Days. By theſe and the like 
_ Conliderations, we ſhould be encouraged to ſpeak 
Good for our Iſael before the Lord. 

2aly, Let us not only ſpeak Good for our Lands, 
but contribute all that is in our Power towards turning 
away Wrath. I ſhall very briefly mention two Inſtan- 
ces wherein we may be ſerviceable this way, and 
conclude. 9 855 1 
1. By becoming more exemplary and zealous in perſonal 

aud Family Reformation. = BON 


(a) 11a, 6 . | 6) Jer. 14. 21. 
a) 16. 65 (b) My 


is 43% 
My Brethren, The Decay of ſerious practical 
Religion among us 1s deplorable. Are there not 
with us, even with us, Sins againſt the Lord our 
| God? Canwe ſay, Surely oy, Jam innocent, his 
Anger ſhall turn away from me ? Alas! we cannot: 
Our own Conſciences may be Witneſſes againſt us in 
many Inſtances. We have not kept our Garments 
undefiled, but are deep Sharers in the common Guilt. 
Let us conſider our Ways, and Remember whence vb 


are fallen, and repent, and do our firſt Works. If more 


ingenuous Motives do not prevail, let the Fear of a 
decreed Deſtruction awaken us, and make us better 
in Heart and Lite toward God and Men. Let us 
labour to be more unblameable in our Converſation, 
and more exemplary in our Families. Where we fix 
our Tent, let God-have his Altar ; ſince he conde- 
ſcends to ſtile himſelf the God of the Families of 
Iſrael, how juſtly may He expect to be acknowledged 
and worſhipped in them ? In ſhort, whatever others 
do in a vicious Age, let it be our Purpoſe and ſcrious 
Endeavour, that we and our Houſes 'will ferve the Lord. 

If many among us were zealous in this Work, 
they may be inſtrumental to bring down a Hleſſing 
upon the reſt. An indulgent God may ſet them in 
the Ballance againſt a degenerate Multitude, and for 
their Sakes ſpare the Lands. 

2. By a reſolved Adherence to the publick Proteſtant In- 
tereſt under all our Diſcouragement. Let unſhaken Loy- 
alty to our Proteſtant QUEEN, and a regular Zeal 
for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, govern every Step of 
our Way; that if ever there ſhould be a Struggle, we 
may cordially and unanimouſly unite with, and 
ſtrengthen thoſe that ſtand up for the Deſence thereof. 

Let none peeviſhly object, Why ſhould we contri- 
bute to keep Power in their Hands, who make uſe 
of it to cruſh and ruin us? A generous Regard to 
the Publick Good ſhould baniſh ſuch a Thought. 
Zcal for God, Senſe of Duty, and Abhorrence of 
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Popery, ſhould command us thro” greater Diflicultics 
This is our Duty, and in Attendance on it, God 
will be pleaſed with us. Yea, and when a Man's Ja; 


pleaſe the Lord, he can make his very Enemies to be 4. 


peace with him. He can melt the Hearts of our Bre- 
thren into a due Temper towards us, and ſend forth 
an healing, uniting Spirit of Love. 

However, If the Will of God be ſo, that for: 
Trial of our Fidelity poor Diſſenters muſt be ſtill ex. 
poſed and purſued, I could not wiſh for them, that 
they might ſuffer with a brighter Character than this, 
that under diſobliging Methods of Unkindneſs and 
Severity, and under Circumſtances of Self-denial, 
they may with a noble diſintereſted Zeal ſtand firm 


and immoveable for the Proteſtant Intereſt and Cauſe 


May they herein out-do thoſe that may promiſe them. 
ſelves the greateſt temporal Adyantages by it. This, 
my Brethren, will command an honourable Teſtimo- 


ny for them in the Conſcience of others, and lay thc 
Foundation of a comfortable one in their own. And 


if they be ſincere, whatever their Treatment may be 


on Earth, great will be their Reward in Heaven. A, 


ter they have been faithful in following the Lamb where | 
ſoever he goes, they ſhall have their Palms and Crown: 
in that better World, where the Micked ceaſe from tro. 
bling, and the Weary are at Reſt. 
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